Virtue, Politics, and Law-Making

I imagiped that the principal claimants to political science/w:
found sdmewhere in this neighbourhood.
Y SocNyery true,

STR. WeN, let us draw nearer, and try the claims of'some whe?]
not yet been\fested; in the first place, there are di ers, who. b
portion of ser¥ile or ministerial science, and are ought to be thé
terpreters of the\gods to men. :
YSoc. True, . :
St. There is als§ the priestly class, who,%s the law declares, ky
how to give the gods, gifts from men in
are acceptable to them,‘and to ask on our B
them. Now both these are branches of.
Y. Soc. Yes, clearly. :
St. And here I think digt we segfn to be getting on the right trad]
ivingr arewollen with pride and prerogal
and they create an awful imp ssion of themselves by the magnitud
their enterprises; in Egypt, thl;gldng himself is not allowed to reig
less he has priestly powers, affd\if he should be of another class an
thrust himself in, he must gét enYolled in the priesthood. In inany p
of the Greek world, the guty of évﬁ"ering the most solemn propitiatot
sacrifices is assigned to the highest\nagistracies, and here, at Athens;
most solemn and natignal of the aﬁgﬁient sacrifices are supposed to b
celebrated by him wHo has been chdsen by lot to be the King Archor
Y. 5oc. Precisely,

StR. But who Are these other kings\and priests elected by lot whi
‘now come into yiew followed by their

tainers and a vast throng,
the former cla‘;§ disappears and the scemSchanges?
Y. Soc. Whom can you mean? \

STR. The¥ are a strange crew:.
Y. Soc. Why strange?
STR. A'minute ago I thought that they were Api
for many of them are like lions and centaurs, and :
and sugh weak and shifty creatures—Protean shape\:\qiuickly changing
into gne another’s forms and Hatures; and now, Socrades, I begin to see
whoythey are. _ '
fY.5oc. Who are they? You seem to be gazing on some
STk. Yes; everyone looks strange when you do not kng
Jyfst now I myself fell into this mistake—at first sight, coming suddenl
on: him, I did not recognize the politician and his troop.
Y:80¢, Who is he?

The chief of Sophists and most accomplished of wizards, who

S

ch is called by the name of democracy?

out of themselves two other names?
Y. Soc. What are they?

nd whether the multitude rule over the men of property-with their

onsent or against their consent, always in ordinary language has the -
e name. -

i ed by these characteristics of the one, the few, or the many, ok
verty or wealth, of voluntary or compulsory submission, of writtsi
aw or the absence of law, can be a right one? :

ords? .

est as having a character which is at once judicial and

' Statesthan

at any cost be separated from the true king or Statesm
10-see daylight in the present enquiry.

(i Soc. That is a hope not lightly to be renounced.

TR, Never, if T can help it; and, first, let me ask you a questiop
(. Soc. Whar? ’ )

7R, Is not monarchy a recognized form of government?

.5oc. Yes. |
Th. And, after monarchy, next in order comes the government of
w?

. Soc. Of course.

8. Is not the third form of government the rule of the multitude,

. Soc. Certainly.
T And do not these three expand in a manner into five, produc-

TR There is a criterion of voluntary and involuntary, poverty and

hes, law and the absence of law, which men now-a-days apply- to
m; the two first they subdivide accordingly, and ascribe to monar-

two forms and two corresponding names, royalty and tyranny.

-.Y. Soc. Very true. .

S1R. And the government of the few they distinguish by the name
aristocracy and oligarchy.

Y. Soc. Certainly. : .
TR, Democracy alone, whether rigidly observing the laws or not,

Y. Soc. True. o
$re. But do you suppose that any form of government which is-de;

Y. Soc. Why not?

STR. Reflect; and follow me.
Y. Soc. In what direction? oo
Stz. Shall we abide by what we said at first, or shall we

Y. Soc. To what do you refer?

Str. If T am not mistaken, we said that royal power wa.
Y. Soc. Yes. :

S18. And a science of a peculiar kind, which was sel
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;> ing, or the infliction of some other pain—whether he practises out
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Y. Soc. Yes.
Ste. And there was one kind of authority over lifeless things
another over living things; and so we proceeded in the division Ste
step up to this point, not losing the idea of science, but unable:#
to determine the nature of the particular science? i

S

Y. Soc. True. : . &

Str, Hence we are led to observe that the distinguishiné pringj
of the State cannot be the few or many, the voluntary or involung
poverty or riches; but some notion of science must enter into it, if;

"are to be consistent with what has preceded.

Y. Soc. And we must be consistent.

Str. Well, then, in which of these varicus forms of States may'y
science of government, which is among the greatest of all sciences 2
most difficult to acquire, be supposed to reside? That we must disc
and then we shall see who are the false politicians who pretend to;
politicians but are not, although they persuade many, and shall sepaf
them from the wise king.

. Y. Soc. That, as the argument has already intimated, will b
uty. :
STR. Do you think that the multitude in a State can attain poli

« science? .
Y. Soc. Impossible.
Str. But, perhaps, in a city of a thousand men, there would be
hundred, or say fifty, who could? :

ysician all the same, s0,Jong as he exercises authority over them ac-
ng to rules of art, if he only does them good and heals and saves’
And this we lay down to be the only proper test of the art of ¢
edicine, or of any other art of command. . .
B Y Soc. Quite true.
‘StR. Then that can be the only true form of government in which
governors are really found to possess science, and are not mere pre-
ers, whether they rule according to law or without law, over will-
or unwilling subjects, and are rich or poor themselves—none of )
¢ things can with any propriety be included in the notion of the 4
er.
Y. Soc. No. :
stR. And whether with a view to the public good they purge the
te by killing some, or exiling some; whether they reduce the size of
e body corporate by sending out from the hive swarms of citizens,
by introducing persons from without, increase it; while they act ac-
prding to the rules of wisdom and justice, and use their power w.1th
ew to the general security and improvement, the city over which
ey rule, and which has these characteristics, may be.described as the
y true State. All other governments are not genuine or real, but only
tations of this, and some of them are better and some of them are-
rse; the betfer are said to be well governed, but they are mere imi-
ons, like the others. : “h
} Y, Soc. I agree, Stranger, in the greater part of what you say; but:
¥.S0c. In that case political science would certainly be the easie 5.their ruling without laws—the expression has a harsh somnd.”
all sciences; there could not be found in a city of that number as m i -STR. You have been too quick for me, Socrates; I was just going
really first-rate draught-players, if judged by the standard of the res Er-you whether you objected to any of my statements. And now:I-Sgg
the Greek world, and there would certainly not be as many kings. t we shall have to consider this notion of there being good govern-is
kings we may truly call those who possess royal science, whether th Fnent without laws. I
rule or not, as was shown in the previous argument. : Y. Soc. Certainly. ‘ N
Ste. Thank you for reminding me; and the consequence is that Str. There can be no doubt that legislation is in a manner the;busis
true form of government can only be supposed to be the governme Jess of a king, and yet the best thing of all is not that the law shioul
of one, two, OF arany rate, a few: ule, but that a man should rule, supposing him to have wisdom’ and
Y. Soc. Certainly. firoyal power. Do you.see why this is? L
Str. And these, whether they rule with the will, or against the :

: = Y. Soc. Why?
of their subjects, with written laws or without written laws, and wheh Y

i .STR. Because the law does not perfectly comprehend what is
they are poor or rich, and whatever be the nature of their rule, must’ and most just for all and therefore cannot enforce what is best. Th
supposed, according to our present view, to rule on some scienti

ficrences of men and actions, and the endless jrregular movemenits f
principle; just as the physician, whether he cures us against our will human things, do not admit of any universal and simple rule. And no .
with our will, and whatever be his mode of treatment—incision, bur rt whatsoever can lay down a rule which will last for all time. i~ - 7.
7~ Y.Soc. Of course not. o AT e N
. stR. But the law is always striving to make one; like an obstinate: ¢ ~-
§/and ignorant tyrant, who will not allow anything to be done contrary

€

~‘boole: or not out of a book, and whether he be rich or poor, whether
e purges or reduces in some other way, or even fattens his patien
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to his appointment, or any question to be asked—not
changes of circumstances, when something
what he commanded for someone.’

. Y.50c. Certainly;
you describe.

ST A perfectly simple principle can never b i .

. e e applied t
things which is the reverse of simple. PRI loa s

Y. Soc. True.

STR. Then if the law is not the
pelled to make laws at all? The
gated. .

Y. Soc. Certainly. A

StR. Let me ask, whether
tests in your city, such as there are in
pete in running, wrestling, and the like?

Y. Soc. Yes; they are VEry common among us.

STR. And what are the rules which are enforced on their pupi s;)

even in stidd}

yal'science, if he had been able to do this, would have imposed
happens to be petter

thimself the restriction of a written law. .

Soc. So I should infer from what has now been said.

R Or rather, my good friend, from what is going to be said.
¥. Soc. And what is that? : :
31z, Let us put to ourselves the case of a physician, or trainer, who
out to go into a far country, and is expecting to be a long time away
i his patients—thinking that his instructions will not be remem-
d unless they are written down, he will leave notes of them for the
of his pupils or patients.
Y. Soc. True. i
STR. But what would you say, if he came back sooner than he had
erided, and, owing to an unexpected change of the winds or other
estial influences; something else happened to be better for them—
ould he not venture to suggest this new remedy, although not con-
mplated in his former prescription? Would he persist in observing
e-original law, neither himself giving any new commandments, nor the
tient daring to do otherwise than was prescribed, under the idea that
is.course only was healthy and medicinal, all others noxious and het-
trodox? Viewed in the light of science and true art, would not all such
thactments be utterly ridiculous? "
i Y. Soc. Utterly. _ '
Ste. And if he who gave laws, written or unwritten, determining
hat was good or bad, honourable or dishonourable, just or unjust, to
the tribes of men who flock together in their several cities, and are gov-
med in accordance with them; if, I say, the wise legislator were sud-
idenly to come again, or another like hirm, is he to be prohibited from
anging them? Would not this prohibition be in reality quite as ridicu-

the law treats us all precisely in the manner v

perfection of right, why are we coff
reason of this has next to be invest

s T i Ea o it )

think that they ought to go more roughly
generally the regimen which will b
Y. Soc. Very true,

to work, and to presct
enefit the majority,

running, wrestling,

Y. Soc. True.

SR Anéue b . lous as the other?

the herd mdlzgv:n? serve that r.htzhlegmlator who has to preside ov ;Y. Soc. Certainly.
‘ orce justice in their dealin : .

not be able, in enacting for the calings with one another,

. eneral good, i .
is suitable for each particular casi. 890% 1 provide exactyw

Y.50c. He canhot be expected to do so.
S1R. He will Ia
roughly meeting the cases of individuals:

hver in writing, and others will be vnwritten-

ditional customs of the country.

;- Y.Soc. He will be right.

7 ST Yes, quite right; for how can he i

| s, 1t 81t at every man's side

_duough his life, prescribing for him the exact puﬁgllyus of his dut
,‘sSOC.]E‘fltES, would be equal to such a task? No one who really ha

STr. Do you know a plausible saying of the common people which,

s in point? - '

M. Y.Soc.Ido not recall what you mean at the moment.
5.~ S1R. They say that if anyone knows how the ancient laws may-be;

proved, he must first persuade his own State of the improvement;.

d then he may legislate, but not otherwise. -
Y. Soc. And are they not right? el

© SR Perhaps. But supposing that he does use some gentle violence:

for their good, what is this violence to be called? Or rather, before;you an-

swer, let me ask the same question in reference to our previous instances.”
Y. Soc. What do you mean? ' . .

- 8TR. Suppose that a skilful physician has a patient, of whatever sex
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% The idea which has to be grasped by us is not easy or faiiliar;
. may attempt to express it thus: Supposing the government, of
tiI have been speaking to be the only true model, then the others
use the written laws of this—in no other way can they be saved;
will have to do what is now generally approved, although not the
ing in the world. '
Soc. What is this? .
1378 No citizen should do anything contrary to the laws, and any
ffingement of them should be punished with death and the most ex-
me penalties; and this is very right and good when regarded as the
cond best thing, if you set aside the first, of which I was just now
eaking, Shall I explain the nature of what I call the second best?r
%Y. Soc. By all means. .
- ST8. 1 must again have recourse to my favourite images; through
e, and them alone, can I describe kings and rulers.
Y. Soc. What images? : :
s STR.-The noble pilot and the wise physician, who ‘is worth man
other man'—in the similitude of these let us endeavour to discow
me image of the king, : :
i: Y. Soc. What sort of an image? ‘

STR. Well, such as this: Every man will reflect that he suffers strange
ings at the hands of both of them; the physician saves any whom
he wishes to save, and any whom he wishes to maltreat he maltreats—
tting or burning them, and at the same time requiring them to bring
m payments, which are a sort of tribute, of which little or nothing is
ent upon the sick man, and the greater part is consumed by him and
s domestics; and the finale is that he receives money from the rela-
tions of the sick man or from some enemy of his, and puts him to
death. And the pilots of ships are guilty of numberless evil deeds of the

same kind; they intentionally play false and leave you ashore when the
g hour of sailing arrives; or they cause mishaps at sea and cast away their
¥ freight; and are guilty of other rogueries. Now suppose that we, bear-
ing all this in mind, were to determine, afier consideration, that nei-
ther of these arts shall any longer be allowed to exercise absolute
control either over freemen or over slaves, but that we will summon an -
#ssermbly either of all the people, or of the rich only, so that anybody -
who likes, whatever may be his calling, or even if he has no calling, .
may offer an opinion either about seamanship or about diseases—
whether as to the manner in which physic or surgical instruments are
to be applied to the patient, or again about the vessels and the nautical
implements which are required in. navigation, and how to meet the
dangers of winds and waves which are incidental to the v“e,‘how

.50c. What do you mean? : .

Y. Soc. Most true,

StR. In the political art error is not called disease, but evil, or
grace, or injustice, {

Y. Soc. Quite true. '

" who compelled him.
Y.S0c. Very true.

' StR, And shall we say that the violence, if éxercised by a rich m
is just, and if by a poor man, unjust? May not any man, rich or po
with.or without laws, with the will of the citizens or against the
of the citizens, do what is for their interest? Is not this the true prin
zple of government, according to which the wise and good. man ¥
order the affairs of his subjects? As the pilot, by watching continui
over the interests of the ship and of the crew-—not 'b}r laying do
ru.les, but by making his art a law—preserves the lives of liis fellg
sailors, even so, and in the same way, may there not be a true form
polity created by those who are able to govern in a similar spirit,
. 'who show a strength of art which is superior to the law? Nor can wi
?:u'lers ever err while they, observing the one great rule of distributi
Justice to the citizens with intelligence and skill, are able to pres'r-
them, and, as far as may be, to make them better from being worse;
Y.50c. No one can deny what has been now said. '
Sra. Neither, if you consider, can aniyone deny the other stateme;
Y. Sec. What was it?
StR. We said that no great number of persons, whoever they m
be, can attain political knowledge, or order a State wisely, but that t}
© trae government is to be found in a small body, orin an individual, an
that other States are but imitations of this, as we said a little while ag
some for the better and some for the worse.
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Y. Soc. Quite true,
S1z. And the principle that no great number of men are able
quire a knowledge of any art has been already admitted by us.
Y. Soc. Yes, it has.
SR, Then the royal or political art, if there be such an art, will ne
be attained either by the wealthy or by-the other mob.
Y. Soc. Imtpossible. , &
. S1=. Then the nearest approach which these lower forms of g
ernment can ever make to the true government of the one scient

ruler is to do nothing contrary to their own written laws and natig
customs. .

Y. Soc. Very goad. o

STk, When the rich imitate the true form, such a governmen|
called aristocracy; and when they are regardless of the laws, oligar¢

Y. Soc, True. '

STR. Or again, when an individual rules according to law in inft}
tion of him who knows, we call him a king; and if he rules accord;
to law, we give him the same name, whether he rules with opinio
with knowledge. . , '

Y. Soc. To be sure.

Ste. And when an individual truly possessing knowledge rules, ]
name will surely be the same—he will be called a king; and thus all
names of governments, as they are now reckoned, become only fiv

Y. Soc. That is true,

Str. And when an individual ruler governs neither by law nor,
custom, but following in the steps of the true man of science pretend
that he can only act for the best by violating the laws, while in reali
appetite and ignorance are the motives of the imitation, may not sug
a one be cailed a tyrant?

Y. Soc. Certainly.

STk, And this we believe to be the origin of the tyrant and the king
of cligarchies, and aristocracies, and demecracies—because Tmen, argy
offended at the one monarch, and can never be made to believe thi
anyone can be worthy of such authority, or is able and willing in th
spirit of virtue and knowledge to act justly and holily to all; they fan
that he will be a despot who will wrong and harm and slay whom hi

es of us; for if there could be such a despot as we describe, they
acknowledge that we ought to be too glad to have him, and that
sne would be the happy ruler of a true and perfect State.

X. Soc. To be sure. .

TR But then, as the State is not like a beehive, and has no natural
ho is at once recognized to be the superior both in body and in
, mankind are obliged to meet and make laws, and endeavour to
ch as nearly as they can to the true form of government.

'Y, Soc. True. .,

8. And when the foundation of politics is in the letter only and
‘castom, and knowledge is divorced from action, can we wonder,
Fates, at the miseries which there are, and always will be, in States?
¥ other art, built on such a foundation and thus conducted, would
all that it touched. Qught we not rather to wonder at the natural
ength of the political bond? For States have endured all this, for time
emorial, and yet some of them still remain and are not over-
own, though many of them, like ships at sea, founder from time to
yand perish and have perished and will hereafter perish, through
badness of their pilots and crews, who have the worst sort of ig-

¢

uainted with politics, of which, above all other sciences, they believe
mselves to have acquired the most perfect knowledge.

Y. Soc. Very true. :

+ 5TR. Then the question arises: which of these untrue forms of gov-
nment is the least oppressive to their subjects, though they are all op-
ressive; and which is the worst of them? Here is a consideration which
beside our present purpose, and yet having regard to the whole it
kems to influence all our actions: We must examine it.

v-' Y. Soc, Yes, we must, ..

* STR. You may say that of the three forms, the same is at once the hard-
st and the easiest. :

Y. Soc. What do you mean?

S1r. I am speaking of the three forms of government, which I men-
joned at the beginning of this discussion—monarchy, the rule of the
ew, and the rule of the many.

Y. Soc. True, -
Str. If we divide each of these we shall have six, from which thie
rue one may be distinguished as a seventh.

Y. Soc. How would you make the division? .

#  STR. Monarchy divides into royalty and tyranny; the rule of the few

*jowett’s translation of this clause reads: “and thus the five names of governmen
as they are now reckoned, become one” I have altered Jowetts “five” to “all,” an

. “one” to "only five,” following the latest Oxford Greek text without the transposi
0-301c.7-8 after the five names themselves. In doing this I follow L. Brisson ani

emocracy or the rule of the many, which before was one, must now

. Pradeau, Ploton: Le Politique. Paris, 2003, note 344.

rance of the highest truths—-I mean to say, that they are wholly un--

~

302

into. aristocracy, which has an auspicious name, and oligarchy; and
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Y. Soc. On what principle of division?
STR. On the same principle as before, although the name
discovered to have a twofold meaning. For the distinction of ruling
law or without law, applies to this as well as to the rest,
Y. Soc. Yes. T
StR. The division made no difference when we were looking,
the perfect State, as we showed before. But now that this has bee
arated off, and, as we said, the others alone are lefi for us, the pr
ple of law and the absence of law will bisect them all. '
Y. Soc. That would seem to follow, from what has been sai
St&. Then monarchy, when bound by good prescriptions or
is the best of all the six, and when lawless is the most bitter and
pressive to the subject. -
Y. Soc. True. o
St. The government of the few, which is intermediate bety
that of the one and many, is also intermediate in good and evil; b
government of the many is in every respect weak and unable to d
ther any great good or any great evil, when cornpared with the ot
because the offices are too minutely subdivided and too many he
them, And this therefore is the worst of all lawful governments,
the best of all lawless ones. If they are all without the restrainfsy
law, democracy is the form in which to live is best; if they are well'g
dered, then this is the last which you should choose, as royalty, the fi
form, is the best, with the exception of the seventh, for that ex
them all, and is among States what god is among men. ;
Y. Soc. You are quite right, and we should choose that above all
Str. The members of all these States, with the exception of:
one which has knowledge, may be set aside as being not Statesmenil
partisans—upholders of the most monstrous idols, and themsel
idols; and, being the greatest imitators and magicians, they are also vernor of all the others?
greatest of Sophists. i1.Y. Soc. The latter. _ o \
Y. Soc. The name of Sophist after many windings in the argus STk You mean to say that the science which judges whether we
appears to have been most justly fixed upon the politicians, as the . ioht to learn or not, must be superior to the sciénce which is learned
termed. twhich teaches?

STR. And so our satyric drama has been played out; and the trg fe . Y. Soc. Far superior. ) ) ,
of Centaurs and Satyrs, however unwilling to leave the stage, have a Str. And the science which deter mines WhEthef we ought to per-
been separated from the political science. ade or not, must be superior to the science which is able to per-
Y. Soc. I see. ade? '
STR. There remain, however, natures still more troublesome, bécaﬁ ; Y. 5oc. Of course. ) )
they are more rearly akin to the king, and more difficult to discern;t 2 STR. Very good; and to what science do we assign the power of per-
exaniination.of them may be compared to the process of refining g ading a multitude by a pleasing tale and not by teaching? )

Soc. What is your meaning? T Y:5oc. That power, I think, must clearly be assigned to rhetoric. -

Ste. The workmen begin by sifting away the earth and stones and
hzidike; there remain in a confused mass the valuable elements akin-to
4, which can only be separated by fire—copper, silver, and other
¢ious metals; these are at last refined away by the use of tests, until
- gold is left quite pure. :

Y.Soc. Yes, that is the way in which thése things are said to be done.
i-STk. In like manner, all alien and uncongenial matter has been sep-
ted from political science, and what is precious and of a kindred na-
¢ has been left; there remain the nobler arts of the general and the
ge, and the higher sort of oratory which is an ally of the royal art,
d persuades men to do justice, and assists in guiding the helm of
tes. How can we best clear away all these, leaving him whom we seek
ne and unalloyed? :
Y.Soc. That is obviously what has in some way to be attempted.

+ STo. If the attempt is all that is wanting, he shall certainly be
yught to light; and 1 think that the illustration of music may assist in
hibiting him. Please answer me a question. '

: Y.Soc. What question?

:8TR. There is such a thing as learning music or handicraft arts in

: STR. And is there any higher art or science, having power to decide
ich of these arts are and are not to be learned~what do you say?
Y. Soc. I should answer that there is.

.- ST And do we acknowledge this science to be different from the

Y. Soc. Yes. . :
Str. And ought the other sciences to be superior to this, or no sin-
cience to any other? Or ought this science to be the overseer and

L]
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ot a fitting opportunity for taking the initiative in matters of the great-
t importance, whilst others should execute his orders.

Y. Soc. True.

S1R. And, therefore, the arts which we have described, as they. have .
o authority over themselves or one another, but are eachi of them con-
ned with some special action of their own, have, as they ought to
ave, special names corresponding to their several actions.

. whether we-are to employ persuasmn or force towards anyone or to I

frain altogether?

Y.5oc. To that science which governs the arts of speech and persuasm ]

StR. Which, if T am not mistaken, will be politics?

Y. Soc. Exactly.

Srr. Rhetoric seems to be quickly distinguished from politics, bemg

a different species, yet ministering to it. Y. Soc. I agree.

Y. Soc. Yes. ) i ! S1r. And the science which is over them all, and has charge of the

STr. But what would you think of another sort of power or sciencef 8lxws, and of all matters affecting the State, and truly weaves them all

Y. Soc. What science? ; to one, if we would describe under a name characteristic of their com-

Str. The science which has to do with rmhtary operations againg on nature, most truly we may call politics.

our enernies—is that to be regarded as a science or not? : Y. Soc. Exactly so.

Y.Soc. How can generalship and military tactics be regarded as other StR. Then, now that we have discovered the various classes in a State,

than a science? ' all I analyze politics after the pattern which weaving supphed?

Str. And is the art which is able and knows how to ad\nse when wé Y. Soc. I greaﬂy wish that you would.

are to go to war, or to make peace, the same as this or different? 18, Then I must describe the nature of the royal web, and show

Y. Soc. If we are to be consistent, we must say different. ow the various threads are woven into one piece.

Sre. And we must also suppose that this rules the other, if we an Y. Soc. Clearly.

not to give up our former notion? ' STR. A task has to be accomplished, which, although difficult, ap-
* Y. Soc. True. Ehears to be necessary.

Str. And, considering how great and terrible the whole art of war g Y. Soc. Certainly the attempt must be made.

is, can we imagine any which is superior to it but the truly royal? Stk. To assume that one part of virtue differs in kind from another

Y. So¢. No other. : a position easily assailable by contentious disputants, who appeal to

Str. The art of the general is only ministerial, and therefore not PO opular opinion.

litical? Y. Soc.Ido not'understand

Y. Soc. Exactly. Stz Let me put the matter in another way: [ suppose that you would

Str. Once more let us consider the nature of the righteous judge. Reonsider courage to be a part of virtue?

Y. Soc. By all means. Y. Soc. Certainly I should. '

Str, Does he do anything but decide the dealings of men with on 1" 81r, And you would think temperance to be different from courage;

another to be just or unjust in accordance with the standard’ whi id likewise to be a part of virtue?

he receives from the king and legislator, showing his own peculiar virtu Y. Soc. Trize.

only in this: that he is not perverted by gifts, or fears, or pity, or by an Str. I shall venture to put forward a strange theory about them

sort of favour or enmity, into deciding the suits of men with one an Y. Soc, What is it?

other contrary to the appointment of the legislator? STk. That they are two principles which thoroughly hate one another

Y. Soc. No; his office is such as you describe. d are antagonistic throughout a great part of nature.

Str. Then the inference is that the power of the ]udge is not royal . Y.Soc. How singular!

but 01'11‘[ the power Of a guardlan ofthe Jaw which ministers to the ¥y S¥R. Yes ve]_'}r—-—for all the Pa_rts of virtue are COI'anIllY said to- be .

power?. iendly to one another. :

% Y. Soc. True, . Y. Soc. Yes.

TR. The review of all these sciences shows that none of them is PG : S1R. Then let us Careful]_y mvestlgate whether this is un.wersally

rue, or whether there are not parts of virtue which are at war with

086 Who are able to act; the king ought to know what is and what heir kindred in some respect. : .




